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Our school vision is based on our school motto, ‘Opportunities, Wisdom, Legacy.’ At Hinckley 
Parks Primary School, we strive to provide an inspiring and exciting wider curriculum together 
with a stimulating learning environment which will allow children the opportunity to enjoy a 
wide range of experiences which will develop the whole child and prepare them for the next 
stage of their lives. We recognise that education is a life long journey and ensure that we 
support children and teachers at all times to ensure that we provide the highest standard of 
teaching and learning possible for all children. Through our school values, we help each child 
develop knowledge and understanding as well as having a positive attitude towards 
themselves and others to enable them to enjoy a successful life in school and to allow them 
to make a positive contribution to society in the future. We celebrate success and 
achievement for every child and pride ourselves on developing a culture where children and 
adults look back fondly on their time spent at Hinckley Parks Primary School. 
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Introduction 

All education during school hours is free. We do not charge for any activity undertaken as 

part of the National Curriculum.  

   

Aim 
 

The aim of this policy is to set out what charges will be levied for activities, what remissions 

will be implemented and the circumstances under which voluntary contributions will be 

requested from parents.   

  

Responsibilities 
 

The Governing Body of the school are responsible for determining the content of the policy 

and the Head teacher for implementation. Any determinations with respect to individual 

parents will be considered by the Head teacher in consultation with the School Business 

Manager.   

  

Publication of Information 
 

This policy will be published on the school website.  
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Charges:   
  

1. Residential Trips   

 

If the school organises a residential visit in school time or mainly school time, which is to 

provide education directly related to the National Curriculum, we do not make any charge 

for the education. However, we do make a charge to cover the costs of board and lodging. 

Consideration will be given to reducing board and lodging charges for families where the 

child is registered for Free School Meals, eligible for pupil premium, or in cases of hardship. 

If parents are experiencing financial difficulties they are invited to contact the Head Teacher 

in confidence (see also the section on Remissions).   

  

2. Music tuition   

 

There is an exception to the rule about not charging for activities in school hours. Charges 

may be made for teaching either an individual pupil, or pupils in groups, to play a musical 

instrument if the teaching is not part of either the National Curriculum or a public 

examination syllabus being followed by the pupil and the tuition is provided at the request if 

the parent.  

Pupil Premium funding may be used for such tuition – parents are invited to contact the 

Head Teacher.  

  

3. Activities Outside School Hours   

 

No charge is made for activities that are outside of school hours (optional extras) that are 

part of the curriculum. However, we may ask for a contribution towards the costs for the 

following: • Travel • Materials and equipment • Non-teaching staff costs • Entrance fees • 

Insurance costs   

  

4. Damage/Loss to property   

 

In cases of wilful or malicious damage to equipment or breakages, or loss of school books on 

loan to children, the Head Teacher, in consultation with the Chair of the Governing Body 

may decide to make a charge. Each incident will be dealt with on its own merit and at their 

discretion.   

  

5. Extra Curricular and School Clubs   

 

Clubs and activities provided by third parties will be chargeable. Children for whom the 

school receives Pupil Premium funding may be offered such activities at a reduced rate.   

  

6. Swimming   

 

The school organises swimming lessons for children. These take place in school time and are 

part of the National Curriculum. We do not ask for a voluntary contribution towards Pool 
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Hire as we are providing lessons as part of the National Curriculum (see DfE - Charging for 

school activities - Departmental advice for governing bodies, school leaders, school staff and 

local authorities - October 2014). We inform parents when these lessons are to take place, 

and we ask parents for their written permission for their child to take part in swimming 

lessons.   

 

  

7. Other charges   

 

The Head teacher or Governing Body may levy charges for miscellaneous services up to the 

cost of providing such services, e.g. Photocopying.  

  

Remissions:   
 

Each school will set aside a small fund to enable families in financial difficulty to send their 

children on visits/activities. The funding is limited and there is no guarantee that all requests 

can be met. Assistance will be allocated on a needs basis, and if a minimum of 75% of the 

cost of the trip/activity cannot be met through assistance funding and voluntary 

contributions, the trip/activity will be cancelled.  

Parents in receipt of any of the following benefits may request assistance with the costs of 

activities:  

• Universal Credit;  

• Income Support;  

• Income based Jobseekers Allowance;  

• Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act (1999);  

• Child Tax Credit, provided that Working Tax Credit is not also received and the family’s 

income (as assessed by Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs) did not exceed £16,190 in the 

previous financial year;  

• The guarantee element of State Pension Credit;  

• An income related employment and support allowance.  

To request assistance, parents should contact the head teacher via the school office. 

 

Voluntary Contributions 
 

Schools may, from time to time, ask for voluntary contributions towards the benefit of the 

school or school activities. If an activity cannot be funded without voluntary contributions, 

this will be made clear to parents at the outset. We will also make it clear that there is no 

obligation for parents to make a contribution, and notify parents whether assistance is 

available. No child will be excluded from an activity simply because parents are unable or 

unwilling to pay. If a parent is unwilling or unable to pay, their child will still be given equal 

opportunity to take part in the activity. If, however, there are insufficient voluntary 

contributions raised to fund an activity and the school cannot fund it via another source 

then the activity will be cancelled. We will strive to ensure that parents do not feel 

pressurised into making voluntary contributions.  
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The following is a list of additional activities organised by the school, which require 

voluntary contributions from parents. This list is not exhaustive:   

• visits to museums;   

• sporting activities which require transport expenses (outside of school hours);   

• outdoor adventure activities;   

• visits to the theatre;   

• musical events;   

• theatre companies visiting school;   

• workshops delivered by visiting companies;   

  


